1$)                    THE   STOUT   OF   THE   PACIFIC

the Spaniards to take possession of everything in the west, but
as the world was a small, flat square which came to an abrupt
end a few miles west of the Azores, it did them very little good.

Well, in the year 1486 Bartholomew Diaz had rounded the
southernmost point of Africa (Cape Agulhas, and not the Cape
of Good Hope, which is ninety miles farther towards the north),
and twelve years later Vasco da Gama had at last reached India.
But in the meantime, while the Portuguese were still looking
eastward for their route to the spice-lands of the Indies, an un-
known Italian, sailing in the service of the Spanish Crown,
had claimed that he had reached the Indies by following a west-
ward course that led straight across the Atlantic.

At that time, in the year 1492, nobody of course knew or
could even guess what it was that Columbus had really dis-
covered. Hence there arose a terrific confusion. All the pro-
fessors and geographers and cartographers got busy, and God
only knows where the conflict might have ended had not the
Pope, grieving to see two Christian nations go to war with each
other, decided to intervene. He did this by the simple expedient
of taking a ruler and dividing the map of the world into two
halves. His line of demarcation ran from north to south, three
hundred miles west from the Azores and Cape Verde Islands.
Upon the Portuguese he bestowed everything eastward of this
line. The Spaniards could help themselves to everything that
lay on the west of the same line. The whole thing seemed fair
enough, but the Portuguese did not feel that they had got all
they deserved.

In consequence of their violent protests a meeting was held
in the Spanish city of Tordesillas, where a new agreement was
to be drawn up. By this famous Treaty of Tordesillas in the
year 1494 the fine of demarcation was pushed farther towards
the west, and now ran from north to south 370 leagues (mo
miles) west of the Cape Verde Islands. If you care to look it up
on a map, you will find it between the 4501 and 5oth degrees of
longitude west of Greenwich. It cuts off most of the' tummy *